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Primary Roles of the 

CCJCRC: 
1) Working  with  families  to  

help  keep  their  child  out  of 

Juvenile  Court  and  out  of the  
Detention  Center .

Å Includes  use of  several  

different  assessment tools  

(see 2nd  slide down)

2) Working  with  families  to  

help  connect  them  with  vital  

resources  in our  county  and  

sometimes  online  as well .



Our Staff:
Mike Rosser ð

Program Manager, 

Grant Writer

Greg Handleton ð

Case Navigator,

Group Facilitator, 

Assessor

Susan Stark ð

Mentoring Coordinator,

Case Navigator
Paige Olson ð

CCJCRC Director

Hillary Adams ð

Case Navigator, 

Group Facilitator



Assessment Tools In Use:
ÅGrit
ÅHope
ÅLeadership
ÅGlobal 

Satisfaction
ÅPersonal 

Standards
ÅAnxiety

Plus, the 
parent gets 
a copy of 
the report 
emailed 
directly to 
them.







Issues That May Prompt a Referral to the CCJCRC :

ÅIncreasing concerns about truancy.

ÅThe school would normally consider filing a charge with Juvenile 

Court in a particular case, but the child is quite young é under 

the age of 9 or 10.

ÅA child needs the support of a mental health provider, no such 

provider is available at school, the family may struggle to access a 

therapist outside of school, and behaviors are getting worse.

ÅBehavioral problems at school that are likely to lead to expulsion if 

the next line is crossed (e.g., òJohnny hasnõt actually hit anyone 

yet, but if/when he does éó).

ÅRecognizing that the family may be struggling to access resources 

and/or òstay afloató without help.



CCJCRC

Groups



This group 

DOES run 

through 

the school 

year; 

referrals 

are always 

being 

accepted.





This group was 

run twice 

during summer 

break and is 

expected to 

return to our 

schedule next 

May.





Autism Curriculum òChaptersó (PDFs) Available Via 

the CCJCRC Webpage:
Å Note : These are regularly edited, added to, and refined:



The following slides are being offered in 

acknowledgment that most teachers 

have Autistic kids in their classrooms , 

specifically those that have not (yet) met 

criteria for services  through the 

Developmental Disabilities Board in our 

county. In other words, YOUõRE ALREADY 

DEALING WITH THEM since 1 in 31 are 

diagnosable é and that number is as 

high as 1 in 20 amongst males.



HOW TO KNOW IF A 

STUDENT MIGHT BE 

AUTISTIC OR HAVE 

AUTISTIC TRAITS
òIf youõve met one person with Autism, 

youõve met one person with Autismó ð 

Dr. Temple Grandin



WHAT ASD IS 

NOT:

Not a behavioral 
disorder *

Not a mental 
illness

Not rooted in 
defiance

Not an 
indication of a 

child being bad 
or defective

Not an 
indication of a 
child having 

poor character

Not a disease
Not a condition 
to be ashamed 

of

Not a personality 
disorder

From a video by Tom Galperin, founder of Galperin Autism Consulting LLC  

Not a 

condition 

they will 

òoutgrowó



When 

Diagnosing 

Autism: 



The more pie -

wedges that 

are lit up with 

color, the 

more that 

area of 

functioning is 

present and is 

a part of the 

Autistic 

personõs set of 

assets or 

deficits . 





From a Webinar by Dr. Wes Dotson entitled, What Criminal Justice Professionals 

Need to Understand About ASD (provided through Justice Clearinghouse):







calls for





that is a lot lower than that experienced by 

neurotypical people 





ÅDifficulty Communicating:

ÅThey struggle with communication when theyõre calm, so é when stressed?

ÅIf feelings of overwhelm are present:
ÅLikely to not respond to spoken language; Less likely to ògetó non-verbal cues/body lang.

ÅWILL respond in unusual or what neurotypicals would label as òexcessiveó ways.

ÅAssume non -responsiveness is passive (non -willful) failure to perceive 

expectations RATHER than active resistance, defiance, or low motivation.
ÅThey are not choosing to fail to meet your expectations.

ÅWhen overwhelmed, they often donõt even recognize other people and/or what is being 

asked of or demanded from them. 

ÅThe more you talk and the more you try to exercise power and control, the 

harder it becomes for them to process and comply.
ÅYou are not going to be able to òtalk them down.ó

ÅThe more they have to keep trying to pay attention to your language, the more 

overwhelmed they become.

ÅOften de -escalation with an ASD individual looks like giving them silence and space.

ÅAn Autistic adult in the community whoõs feeling dysregulated will know what they need to 
calm themselves down, which looks weird to others. 



Why This Is Important: 

News headlines sometimes reflect the drama of incidents 
where the Autistic person :
ÅWas trying to calm themselves down through stimming behaviors 

and theyõre perceived as being drunk, on drugs, or being wildly 

defiant.

ÅWas engaging in self -soothing behaviors while driving or while 

they are in a public place, bystanders assume impairment, 

someone calls 911, and the situation escalates from there.

Because the ASD person is stressed , therefore they are not 

able to tune -in to othersõ words, therefore they end up being ònon-

compliantó with the officer, they get arrested, and the Autistic 

person doesnõt understand what they did wrong. 



And so, if attention is taken -over by whatever occupies it é

things



Per Dr. Stephen Porges (founder of 

Polyvagal Theory), all of these òsymptomsó 

of ASD are actually symptoms of an 

Autonomic Nervous System that is in a 

constant state of defense and self -
preservation  due to sensory overload as 

well as interoceptive signals [of danger] 

from within é creating a negative 

feedback loop  that is difficult for the  

individual to break out of on their own. 


